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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Office  cf  Surface  Mining  Reclamation 
and  Enforcement 

Notice  of  Public  Hearing  and  Public 
Comment  Period  on  the  Wyoming 
Permanent  Regulatory  Program 

AGENCY:  Office  of  Surface  Mining 
Reclamation  and  Enforcement  (OSM), 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  Hearing  and  Comment 
Period  for  Initial  Decision  on  Permanent 
Program  Submission. 

summary:  OSM  is  announcing 
procedures  for  the  public  comment 
period  and  hearing  on  the  substantive 
adequacy  of  the  proposed  Wyoming 
regulatory  program  under  the  Surface 
Mining  Control  and  Reclamation  Act  of 
1977  (SMCRA). 

This  notice  sets  forth  the  times  and 
locations  that  the  Wyoming  program  is 
available  for  public  inspection; 
additions  and/or  modifications  to  the 
submission  made  since  August  15, 1979; 
the  date  when  and  location  where  OSM 
will  hold  a  public  hearing  on  the 
submission;  the  comment  period  during 
which  interested  persons  may  submit 
written  comments  and  data  on  the 
proposed  program  and  other  information 
relevant  to  public  participation  during 
the  comment  period  and  public  hearing. 
DATES:  A  public  hearing  to  review  the 
substance  of  the  Wyoming  program 
submission  will  be  held  at  9:00  a.m.,  on 
January  7, 1980,  at  the  address  listed 
below.  WTitten  comments,  data  or  other 
relevant  information  may  be  submitted 
to  supplement  or  in  lieu  of  an  oral 
presentation  at  the  hearing.  Comments 
from  members  of  the  public  must  be 
received  on  or  before  the  close  of 
business  on  January  7, 1980,  or  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  public  hearing  in 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  on  January  7, 1980, 
whichever  is  later,  in  order  to  be 
considered  in  the  Secretary's  initial 
decision  on  the  Wyoming  proposed  state 
program. 

ADDRESSES:  The  public  hearing  will  be 
held  at  the  Hitching  Post  Motel,  located 
at  Interstate  25,  in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 
Written  comments  should  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Donald  A.  Crane,  Regional  Director, 
Office  of  Surface  Mining,  Department  of 
the  Interior,  Brooks  Towers,  Room  5010, 
1020 — 15th  Street,  Denver,  Colorado 
80202,  or  may  be  hand  delivered  to  the 
Regional  Office. 

A  listing  of  scheduled  public  meetings 
and  copies  of  all  written  comments  are 
available  for  review  and  copying  at  the 
OSM  Region  V  Office  and  central  office 
of  the  State  Regulatory  Authority  listed 
below,  Monday  through  Friday,  8:00  a.m. 
to  4:00  p.m.,  excluding  holidays. 


Office  of  Surface  Mining.  Reclamation  and 
Enforcement,  Department  of  Interior. 
Region  V,  Brooks  Towers,  Room  5010, 

1020 — 15th  Street,  Denver,  Colorado  80202. 
Wyoming  Land  Quality  Division,  Department 
of  Environmental  Quality,  Hathaway 
Building,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  82002. 

Copies  of  the  full  text  of  the  proposed 
program  are  available  for  inspection 
during  regular  business  hours  at  the 
OSM  Region  V  Office  and  the  central 
office  of  the  State  Regulatory  Authority 
listed  below,  and  the  field  offices  of  the 
State  Regulatory  Authority  listed  below: 

Land  Quality  Division,  30  East  Grinnell 
Street,  Sheridan,  Wyoming  82801. 

Land  Quality  Division,  933  Main  Street, 
Lander,  Wyoming  82520. 

A  copy  of  this  notice  along  with  a 
copy  of  the  Wyoming  state  statutes  and 
regulations  regarding  the  proposed 
Wyoming  regulatory  program  has  been 
placed  on  file  and  is  available  for 
inspection  in  the  Library  of  the  Office  of 
the  Federal  Register,  Room  8301, 1100  L 
Street,  NW.,  Washington,  D.C. 

For  Further  Information  Contact: 
Sylvia  Sullivan,  Public  Information 
Officer,  Office  of  Surface  Mining 
Reclamation  &  Enforcement,  Department 
of  the  Interior,  Region  V,  Brooks  Towers, 
Room  5010, 1020 — 15th  Street,  Denver, 
Colorado  80202,  Telephone:  (303)  837- 
4731. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  On 

August  15, 1979,  the  state  of  Wyoming 
submitted  to  OSM  a  proposed  State 
regulatory  program.  Pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  30  CFR  Part  732  (44  FR 
15326-15328,  March  13, 1979)  the 
Regional  Director  published  notification 
of  receipt  of  the  program  submission  in 
the  August  22, 1979,  Federal  Register 
(Vol.  44,  No.  164,  Page  49313)  and  in 
newspapers  of  general  circulation 
within  the  State.  In  accordance  with  that 
announcement,  public  comments  were 
solicited  and  a  public  meeting  was  held 
on  September  20, 1979,  on  the  issue  of 
the  program's  completeness. 

On  October  24. 1979,  the  Regional 
Director  published  notice  in  the  Federal 
Register  announcing  that  he  had 
determined  the  program  to  be  complete 
(Vol.  44.  No.  207,  Page  61266).  The  notice 
specified  that  the  program  submission 
was  complete  in  accordance  with  the 
Federal  Act  and  regulations,  as  required 
by  30  CFR  731.14(c).  Since  the  program 
submission,  there  has  been 
correspondence  concerning  analysis  of 
the  proposed  program.  This  material 
may  be  reviewed  at  the  Region  V  Office 
of  Surface  Mining. 

As  a  complete  submission  the 
proposed  program  may  now  be 
considered  for  permanent  regulatory 
program  approval.  Subsequent  to  the 


public  hearing  and  review  of  all 
comments  the  Regional  Director  will 
transmit  to  the  Director  his 
recommended  decision  along  with  a 
record  composed  of  the  hearing 
transcript,  written  presentations, 
exhibits  and  copies  of  all  public 
comments. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  Regional 
Director’s  recommendation,  the  Director 
will  consider  all  relevant  information  in 
the  record  and  will  recommend  to  the 
Secretary  that  the  program  be  approved 
or  disapproved,  in  whole  or  in  part,  or 
conditionally  approved.  The 
recommendation  will  specify  the 
reasons  for  the  decision.  The  procedures 
for  the  recommended  decisions  of  the 
Regional  Director  and  the  Director  to  the 
Secretary  are  established  in  30  CFR 

732.12  (d)  and  (e)  (44  FR  15326-15327). 
For  further  details,  refer  to  §§  732.12  and 

732.13  of  the  permanent  regulatory 
program  (44  FR  15326-15327)  and 
corresponding  sections  of  the  preamble 
(44  FR  14959-14961). 

At  the  public  hearing  parties  wishing 
to  comment  on  the  proposed  program 
will  have  opportunity  to  be  listed  on  the 
speaker’s  agenda  anytime  prior  to 
commencement  of  the  hearing.  Sign  up 
for  listing  may  be  made  either  by  writing 
the  regional  office  or  in  person,  or  on 
before  the  day  of  the  hearing.  In 
addition,  the  Regional  Director  has 
prescribed  the  following  hearing  format 
and  rules  of  procedure  in  accordance 
with  30  CFR  732.12(b)(1)  (44  FR  15326). 

1.  The  hearing  shall  be  informal  and 
follow  legislative  procedures. 

2.  Each  participant  will  be  allowed  15 
minutes. 

3.  Participants  will  be  called  in  the 
order  requests  for  testifying  are 
received. 

Public  participation  in  the  review  of 
State  programs  is  a  vital  component  in 
fulfilling  the  purposes  of  SMCRA.  On 
September  19, 1979,  OSM  published 
Guidelines  in  the  Federal  Register  (44  FR 
54444-54445)  governing  contacts 
between  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
and  both  State  officials  and  members  of 
the  public.  It  is  hoped  that  issuance  of 
these  Guidelines  will  encourage  full 
cooperation  by  all  affected  persons  with 
the  procedures  being  implemented. 

Set  forth  below  is  a  summary  of  the 
contents  of  the  proposed  Wyoming 
program: 

1.  Wyoming’s  existing  State  laws  and 
regulations  and  proposed  laws  and 
regulations. 

2.  Other  existing  and  proposed  State 
laws  and  regulations. 

3.  Attorney  General  opinions  as  to 
adequacy  of  existing  and  proposed  State 
laws  and  rules  and  regulations  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  Pub.  L.  95-87. 
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4.  Designation  of  Land  Quality 
Division  Department  of  Environmental 
Quality  as  the  State  Regulatory 
Authority. 

5.  Comparison  of  State  and  Federal 
laws  and  regulations. 

6.  Descriptions  and  organization 
charts  for  agencies  involved  in  the  State 
program. 

7.  Description  of  the  systems  for  the 
proposed  permanent  program. 

a.  Exploration  and  mining  permits. 

b.  Permit  application  fees. 

c.  Bonding  and  insurance. 

d.  Inspection  and  monitoring. 

e.  Enforcement  of  administrative,  civil 
and  criminal  sanctions. 

f.  Administering  and  enforcing 
permanent  program  standards. 

g.  Assessing  and  collecting  civil 
penalties. 

h.  Public  notices  and  hearings. 

i.  Coordination  with  other  agencies  on 
permits. 

j.  Consultation  with  other  agencies  on 
environmental,  historical,  cultural  and 
archeological  resources. 

k.  Lands  unsuitable  for  surface 
mining. 

l.  Restrictions  on  financial  interests. 

m.  Trainings,  examining  and  certifying 
blasters. 

n.  Public  participation. 

o.  Administrative  and  judicialTeview. 

p.  The  small  operator  assistance 
program. 

8.  Description  of  mining,  reclamation 
and  exploration  statistics  for  1979-1983 

9.  Description  of  Land  Quality 
Division  existing  and  proposed  staff. 

10.  Staff  adequacy  for  implementation 
of  the  State  program. 

11.  Description  of  use  of  other 
agencies  by  the  State  Regulatory 
Authority  for  the  State  program. 

12.  Land  Quality  Division  budget. 

13.  Land  Quality  Division  Offices  and 
Equipment. 

14.  Special  environmental  protection 
performance  standards. 

15.  Other  programs  administered  by 
Land  Quality  Division. 

16.  Proposed  Cooperative  Agreement 
between  Department  of  the  Interior  and 
State  of  Wyoming. 

On  October  18, 1979,  OSM  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  a  proposed 
amendment  deleting  the  requirement  in 
§  732.12(a)  to  publish  the  full  text  of 
State  statutes  and  regulations  with  this 
notice.  The  public  comment  period  for 
the  proposed  amendment  closed  on 
November  21, 1979,  and  publication  of 
the  final  amended  rule  will  occure 
shortly.  OSM  believes  that  publication 
of  the  complete  text  of  the  Wyoming 
statutes  and  regulations  would  severely 
burden  both  OSM  and  the  Government 
Printing  Office  and  may  be  impossible  to 


accomplish.  In  addition,  the  cost  would 
be  excessive  in  comparison  to  the 
expected  benefits. 

Accordingly,  OSM  has  decided  not  to 
publish  the  full  text  of  the  Wyoming 
statute  and  regulations.  Instead,  OSM 
announces  that  single  copies  of  the 
Wyoming  statute  and  regulations  will  be 
available  to  all  requesters  at  no  charge. 
Persons  interested  in  obtaining  copies 
should  write  the  Regional  Director.  OSM 
believes  that  this  arrangement  and  the 
availability  of  copies  for  public  review 
of  the  entire  State  program,  including 
State  statutes  and  regulations,  at  the 
office  of  the  Regional  Director  and  the 
offices  of  the  State  agency  will 
accomplish  wide  dissemination  without 
unnecessary  expense  or  confusion  to  the 
publit. 

No  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
is  being  prepared  in  connection  with  the 
process  leading  to  the  approval  or 
disapproval  of  the  proposed  Wyoming 
program.  Under  section  702(d)  of 
SMCRA  (30  U.S.C.  section  1292(d)) 
approval  does  not  constitute  a  major 
action  within  the  meaning  of  section 
102(2)(c)  of  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  of  1969  (42  U.S.C.  4332). 

Dated:  December  4, 1979. 

Donald  A.  Crane, 

Regional  Director. 

[FR  Doc.  79-37887  Filed  12-7-79,  8:45  am| 
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